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UPCOMING EVENTS

August 14th - 19th


I-Week

August 18th



Dorm Move-In Day

August 20th



Fall Alumni Work Day
August 21st



Quad Day

August 22nd



First Day of Instruction

Septemer 30th – October 2nd

Homecoming Weekend
FIGHTING ILLINI MEN’S FOOTBALL -  FALL 2011 SCHEDULE
September 3rd



vs. Arkansas State
September 10th


vs. South Dakota State

September 17th


vs. Arizona State

September 24th


vs. Western Michigan

October 1st



vs. Northwestern (HOMECOMING)

October 8th



at Indiana

October 15th



vs. Ohio State

October 22nd



at Purdue

October 29th



at Penn State

November 12th


vs. Michigan (DAD’S DAY)

November 19th



vs. Wisconsin

November 26th



at Minnesota

ACTIVE ORGANIZATION UPDATE

SPRING 2011 GRADUATES:

Michael Gesualdo, B.S. in Civil Engineering
Maurice Ng, B.S. in Electrical Engineering

Miguel Rodriguez, B.S. in Electrical Engineering

Max Starowicz, B.S. in Molecular and Cellular Biology

Chandler Womack, Bachelor of Landscape Architecture

FALL 2011 ACTIVE OFFICERS:

President – Jason Cho
Internal VP – Neil Murray
External VP – Brian Poppadapoli
Recruitment VP – Von Rogers
Treasurer – Matt Frank
Secretary – Kevin Jasienecki
LETTER FROM ALUMNI PRESIDENT, SCOTT VON BOKEL
Howdy Brothers.  My name is Scott Von Bokel.  I was “elected” your Illinois Chapter Alumni President of Triangle this April at the Chapter Congress. A little background on me:  I pledged in the fall of 1996 (go Toolmen), held several offices while I was an active, and then culminated my career as active president my senior year.  After graduating with my degree in Mechanical Engineering, I worked at Honda R&D in Ohio for 6 years, designing the interiors and exteriors of several Honda and Acura automobiles.  While there I took a 13 month leave of absence to conquer testicular and skin cancer (FYI I have been cancer free now for 6 years, yeah). After Honda I wanted to get back to St. Louis and my family, so I took the first engineering job I could get and regretted it immediately.  I hated that job, but stuck it out for 2 years and saved all of my pennies so I could start my own business flipping houses.
My love for home repair actually started back at Triangle when I pimped out my room and also helped on general house improvements.  For the last 6 or 7 semesters, I have been attending the actives’ I-weeks.  I let them run the I-weeks as they want, but I have been in control of the daily work sessions.  Having someone there during I-week to help teach actives how to swing a hammer and how to run a project and keep it on budget and schedule is invaluable.  Over the past 4 years, I think we have given the House a pretty good face lift while keeping material costs low.  If you have read any of Darren Schretter’s (the previous alumni president) messages you know that, about 4 years ago, Triangle’s future at the University of Illinois was bleak.  But with a lot of hard work from a lot of actives and alumni, I am glad to announce that the worst is behind us.
Last fall we had a pledge class of 24 pledges.  At that moment I took a deep breath and finally sighed.  Unfortunately, we only had 17 of those 24 initiate.  Seventeen pledges is still a great pledge class and the biggest class we have had in a long time.  But I can’t help thinking about the 7 we lost.  Obviously, you are going to lose one or two, but 7 is too much in my opinion.  I think this is because after I-week and rush, I usually check out for the rest of the semester and wish the actives the best.  We are at too critical of a time to ever just tell the actives best of luck.  The actives are basically our children.  If your child misbehaves or doesn’t know something, then it is your job as a parent to discipline or educate.   When something goes wrong in Champaign, everyone always has the knee jerk reaction to say “stupid lazy actives”.  But we are the ones that are responsible for not training them properly and teaching them the level of expectations.
 That is what I want to focus my tenure as president on:  Alumni training the actives.  If we can get a system in place where we teach them what we expect, and those actives train other actives and so and so, then our burden of work should be decreased.  Also, financially if we can get more actives in the house, then our need for alumni donations will cease to exist.  I haven’t got to examine the books yet, but from brother Zielke’s reports over the years we have two main fixed costs:  insurance and taxes.  These costs do not change, regardless if we have 10 or 100 people in the house.  Actually, the only cost that goes up directly with population is food.  Utilities might go up a negligible amount, but not enough to worry about.  So basically, we need more guys in house.
 How do we do this?  MY first phase was to get the physical house looking better.  If you haven’t been to Champaign in a while, then you need to plan a visit back.  You will be pleasantly surprised with the appearance.  The second phase was to focus on rush.  I have personally been to the last 4 quad days and other important rush events.  I supervise the actives at these events and teach them how to sell the house.  The next phase will be to oversee the pledging.  During this time is when we can make the biggest impact on these future Triangles and teach them what it truly means to be a Triangle Brother.
How can you help?  Well to put it simply, by either contributing Time or Money.  By time I mean come back to Triangle for a Football game, a BBQ, a party, a softball game,  Homecoming, an alumni work weekend.    All you have to do is show up, meet some actives, and tell them your story.  And if the house is dirtier than you would like, then explain that to them and show them how to remedy the problem (yes, you might actually have to teach them how to sweep).  Complaining doesn’t solve anything.  We are engineers, we are problem solvers.  I don’t think I have ever solved any problems by bitching about something.  Second is money.  I flip houses professionally.  I know how to make the most bang for the buck.  If you donate some money to the alumni association, I promise it will be put to a great use.  Like I said earlier, I plan on getting the chapter to such a successful level, that alumni donations will be a thing of the past.  But like any business it takes money to make money.  The bottom section of this newsletter will explain how you can make a donation.
Well, I have rambled on long enough.  I have met many brothers over the last 4 years as Alumni Rush chair and Houseman, and I look forward to meeting even more as President and maybe even seeing some of the guys that I went through school with.  I will be in Champaign for this semester’s upcoming I-week, Quad Day, Alumni weekend work,  Engineers night,  Sept 24th football game, pledge first weekend work, pledge dance, and new officer transition.  I hope to see some of you guys there as well.  Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend Homecoming this year because my silly brother planned his wedding on that day.  Brother Schretter has agreed to oversee this year’s event even though he has stepped down.  Thanks again to Darren for your many years of service to Triangle as our Alumni President, and I look forward to trying to live up to your example.  So let’s get out there and restore Triangle back to excellent organization it was in the past!

In F, S and C,

Brother Scott Von Bokel

DONATE TO TRIANGLE!

Please consider making a donation to the Chapter either by mail or online!  For online donations at http://www.PayPal.com, please use stukienlen@yahoo.com.  If you would like to send a donation by mail, please mail checks to:

Dave Zielke

Treasurer, ITAC

513 South Edward Street

Mt. Prospect, IL  60056
Please forward this newsletter along to any brothers you don’t believe received this message.  If they would like to be added to the Illinois Triangle Alumni mailing list, please have them send their updated contact information to the Membership VP, Bob Bierman, at bierman2@gmail.com
